Understanding the Art Criteria on the Elementary Report Card
Demonstrates and applies art skills and knowledge:

This refers to the students’ ability to demonstrate their knowledge of the art skill/concept that has been taught, by applying it in their work and being able to tell about it.  For example, if a student has been taught the use of analogous colors (colors that are next to each other on the color wheel), the student should be able to demonstrate the use of an analogous color scheme in their project, and be able to point out on the color wheel / tell how to identify analogous colors.

	4
	Exceeds Standard (Excellence).  The student can add other art concepts/vocabulary to their work to create an exceptional product and be able to talk about it using the concepts and vocabulary in their talk.

	3+
	Meets Standard (Competence).  The student is working beyond level 3 but does not yet consistently perform at level 4.

	3
	Meets Standard (Competence). The student can apply the skill and concept that has been taught and can tell about it using the art vocabulary.

	2+
	Progressing Toward Standard (Development).  The student is working beyond level 2 but does not yet consistently perform at level 3.

	2
	Progressing Toward Standard (Development). The student can apply the concept/skill in their work, but not tell you about it or vice-versa.

	1
	A student who is not progressing towards standard (Concern). The student doesn’t apply the skill/concept and doesn’t demonstrate a verbal understanding of what has been taught.


Uses the creative process to develop his/her own ideas:

The creative process has been defined in this district as a series of steps, similar to the writing process, to help students generate creative work (Brainstorm, Practice, Create, Present, & Reflect).  Even though it is not necessary for students to experience very step for every art project, they should be taught the steps and use them to develop ideas in their artwork.  It is important for students to realize that creative work grows over time and is not always generated instantly as assignments are given.

	4
	Exceeds Standard (Excellence).  The student demonstrates metacognitive skills, in that they can talk about how the process works best for them, and customizes it for their own best style of working.

	3+
	Meets Standard (Competence).  The student is working beyond level 3 but does not yet consistently perform at level 4.

	3
	Meets Standard (Competence). The student follows all the steps of the creative process and can talk about them.

	2+
	Progressing Toward Standard (Development).  The student is working beyond level 2 but does not yet consistently perform at level 3.

	2
	Progressing Toward Standard (Development). The student skips and/or is unable to identify/demonstrate the steps he/she needs to complete.

	1
	A student who is not progressing towards standard (Concern). The student skips all the steps in a rush to complete their projects with little planning or preparation.


Uses art skills to communicate ideas and feelings:

Art is first and foremost a way of communicating through images.  Students can demonstrate their understanding of this by creating images that tell about themselves or their experiences, such as illustrating stories, or talking about the messages (ideas/feelings in works of art made by other artists.

	4
	Exceeds Standard (Excellence).  The student is able to do this with a degree of detail and sophistication above their peers.

	3+
	Meets Standard (Competence).  The student is working beyond level 3 but does not yet consistently perform at level 4.

	3
	Meets Standard (Competence). The student is able to crate images that carry specific personal meaning (ideas/feelings) and can tell you about them.  They can also identify ideas/feelings in other artist’s work.

	2+
	Progressing Toward Standard (Development).  The student is working beyond level 2 but does not yet consistently perform at level 3.

	2
	Progressing Toward Standard (Development). The student has a more difficult time making the translation from word to image/image to word.  They are only able to generalize about the meaning of their own work or the work of others in an unfocused or undirected way.

	1
	A student who is not progressing towards standard (Concern). The student cannot make connections between imagery and its meaning and cannot identify any significant meaning behind their own imagery or that of other artists.


